
About Census Records 
 
Census records are often listed as part of the “Biography” listing under “Biographical 
Information for this Person.”  The following is an example of how the census information 
might be written: 
 
1900 Boulder 1013 Pine:  John Smith May 1856 44 m 20y IL OH PA merchant, 
Mary June 1859 41 m 20y 3ch 2 living IL NY NJ, Robert Jan 1882 18 CO IL IL, 
Kate Sept 1885 14 CO, Daniel Feb 1888 12 CO 
 
An interpretation of the above information is found in the following chart: 
 
 

1900 Census:  Boulder County, Colorado 
Address Name Date of 

Birth 
Age Years 

Marr 
ied 

No. of  
Children 

No. of  
Children 
Living 

Place 
of  
Birth 

Place 
Father 
Born 

Place 
Mother 
Born 

Occupa-
tion 

 
1013 Pine     John Smith      May 1856       44        20y                                                             IL              OH                 PA        merchant 
 
                     Mary               June 1859       41        20y                   3                      2                 IL              NY                 NJ     
                      
                     Robert             Jan 1882         18                                                                           CO             IL                   IL 
 
                     Kate                Sept 1885       14                                                                            CO 
 
                     Daniel             Feb 1888        12                                                                             CO   
 
 
 
 
Another  example of how the census records might appear in the Biographical 
Information for this Person: 
 
1900 Boulder census 1922 20th St.:  John Ives  May 1837   63 VT  VT  VT  attorney 
at law  wife Anna Aug 1838  61  m 22y  2 ch  2 living  England  Eng  Eng, stepson 
William Reeks Oct 1867  32  MN Can-Eng  Eng, stepdau Esther Reeks Jan 1871 29 
MN Can-Eng  Eng  
 
 
What it means: 
1900 Boulder census 1922 20th St.  (year of the census, and residence at the time of 
1900 Boulder census)   
John Ives   (head of household)   
May 1837   (month/year that he was born)   
63    (age at time of 1900 census)   
m22y    (married for 22 years at time of 1900 census) 
VT    (he was born in Vermont)   
VT    (his father was born in Vermont) 
VT    (his mother was born in Vermont) 
attorney at law  (John Ives’ occupation) 



wife Anna Aug 1838 (John’s wife’s name and month/year she was born) 
61    (Anna’s age at time of 1900 census) 
m 22y    (Anna had been married for 22 years at time of 1900 census) 
2 ch    (Anna had given birth to two children) 
2 living   (number of children living at time of 1900 census) 
England   (Anna was born in England) 
Eng    (Anna’s father was born in England) 
Eng    (Anna’s mother was born in England), 
stepson William Reeks Oct 1867  (John Ives’ stepson, and Anna’s son—William 
Reeks—was born in October, 1867) 
32    (William Reeks’ age at the time of 1900 census) 
MN    (William Reeks was born in Minnesota)  
Can-Eng   (William Reeks’ father was born in Canada or England) 
Eng    (William Reeks’ mother was born in England),  
stepdau Esther Reeks Jan 1871  (John Ives’ stepdaughter, and Anna’s daughter—
Esther Reeks—was born in January, 1871) 
29    (Esther Reeks’ age at the time of 1900 census) 
MN    (Esther Reeks was born in Minnesota) 
Can-Eng   (Esther Reeks’ father was born in Canada or England) 
Eng    (Esther Reeks mother was born in England) 
 
 
A complete explanation of the abbreviations for References is available in the Glossary 
and Abbreviations link. 
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